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TOWN OF ROUND TOP REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
  August 1st 2016 

Mayor Barnell Albers called the meeting to order at 7:30 A.M. in the Courthouse.  Jerry Hinkel and Steve Ditsler were absent. 
 

The Secretary read minutes of the July meeting.  Frank Hillbolt motioned approve.  Steve Ditsler second.  Motion carried. 
 

Council reviewed the Treasurers report.  Louis Sellers motioned to accept the report and to pay ten thousand ($10,000.00) dollars 
from the General Fund Checking Account to the Fire Station loan. Ronny Sacks second.  Motion carried.  
 

Jon Perez asked a number of questions about Extra Territorial Jurisdiction, sewer plant capacity and expansion.  Most were 
answered in the Boggy Branch Development update presented by Sandy Reed and Pam Langford. 
 

Sandy Reed and Pam Langford of Sandy Reed Country Properties, gave an updated presentation on the twenty-nine (29) acre 
Boggy Branch Development, a joint development of the Sacks Family ad WLS Interests Incorporated, first presented early in the 
year.  It is located within an area known as ETJ (Extra Territorial Jurisdiction).  After taking into account suggestions of many 
various individuals in the community, the final plan is a mixture of business and residential.  Development will comply with the 
stringent deed restrictions and building requirements enforced by the Town of Round Top, and road construction will be built to 
county specification.  All entities will connect to the Round Top Wastewater system, utilities will be underground wherever possible.  
Total cost of the infrastructure will be paid by the developer with no cost to Round Top.  One tract has been sold and will be used 
as a high-end antique retailer.  Another developer is considering building a small high-end spa lodge/hotel in the rear of the 
property that won’t be visible to highway traffic.   
 

The Mayor reported that the Wastewater Plant Expansion project is moving at a fast pace since the weather has improved.  Ronny 
Sacks reported that the Economic Development Corporation has the funds to pay the remainder of the loan if needed.  This is due 
to the positive increase income from sales tax. 
 

The Mayor read a report via email by Jerry Hinkel concerning the Town Website.  Necessary documents and forms are ready to be 
posted, along with pictures and other information.  It is hoped to go live on September 1st. 
 

Ronny Sacks reported that he has negotiated with a firm in Giddings (Medack and Oltmann) to serve as our financial auditor.  Our 
current firm is finalizing information to make smooth transfer. 
 

The Mayor asked Frank Hillbolt to report on the progress with the DYD projects.  Final information is due today on the cost of 
moving the flag poles, and to schedule the job.  The Mayor reported that the sprinkler system continues to work well. 
Louis Sellers motioned to approve wording change to allow Council to make enforcement changes in cases of hardship and special 
circumstances.  Frank Hillbolt second. 
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Council considered an update and clarification of building height to the Land Use Ordinance.  The clarification would set a standard 
building height limit of fifty (50) feet and no more than two stories in all districts.  Chimneys and steeples are excluded. Frank 
Hillbolt motioned to approve.  Ronny Sacks second.  Motion carried. 
 

Frank Hillbolt motioned to approve a word change concerning imposition of fines.  Currently, we have specific amounts for specific 
situations.  In the case of none specific situations, the Mayor and Council would set the amount.   Louis Sellers second.  Motion 
carried. 
 

Ronny Sacks motioned to approve entering into a lease agreement with the Round Top DYD (Do Your Duty) to clarify the 
relationship with the Town of Round Top and use of the Courthouse.  The agreement has been passed by word of mouth and in 
use for many decades.  Frank Hillbolt second.  Motion carried. 
 

The Mayor reported on his meeting with our attorney concerning the compliance issues with Kevin Harper.  Mr. Harper resists 
connecting to the wastewater system even though it is required.  The attorney suggests consulting with State enforcement 
agencies. 
 

The Mayor presented preliminary budgets to Council for consideration for the General and Wastewater funds.  The new fiscal year 
2016/17 begins October first.  No action was taken at today’s meeting, but further discussion with a possible vote will take place on 
at the September 12th meeting. 
 

Council reviewed the wastewater analysis reports from Aqua Tech.  Results were well within the acceptable range, even 
considering the July Fourth weekend.  Frank Hillbolt motioned to accept, Ronny Sacks second.  Motion carried. 
 

Steve Cain presented the Building Official’s report.  Ronny Sacks motioned to approve.  Louis Sellers second.  Motion carried. 
 

The Mayor reported that with the assistance of Jerry Hinkel, the letter to explain the vendor and food vendor requirements and 
enforcement to the citizens.  It will be sent out this week. 
 

The Mayor reported that Steve Ditsler has been actively working with area title companies for a solution of how to inform people 
purchasing property in Town of the sewer connection requirement.  It is still a work in progress. 
 

The Mayor reported that he has received questions about the length of time approved permit holders have to complete their 
projects. 
 

Frank Hillbolt motioned to adjourn.  Louis Sellers second.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:46 A.M  
 

    _____________________     ____________________ 

                     Barnell Albers, Mayor          Dwight M. Nittsche  
                                 Town Of Round Top         Secretary / Treasurer 

                Town of Round Top 


